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     HOSANNA LUTHERAN CHURCH 9009-163 St.  T5R 2N8 

780-484-3932     office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 

www.hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
 

OUR MISSION  Hosanna Lutheran Church equips God’s people of all ages 
for Christian witness and service through worship, learning, fellowship and 
spiritual care. 
OUR VISION  Empowered by dynamic and creative liturgical Lutheran 
worship, Hosanna Lutheran Church will lead Edmonton in equipping Chris-
tians for spiritual growth and service.  
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pastorjames@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
In case of emergency, call (H) 780-430-9835 or (Cell) 780-222-5451 
Rev. Anna Thede, Assistant Pastor 
pastoranna@hosannalutheran.ab.ca 
In case of emergency, call (Cell) 780-405-7840 
Sonja Carmichael Director  of Education & Family Ministr ies  
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Marg Daly Director  of Music marg@hosannalutheran.ab.ca  
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Kari Heise Organist      Cameron Terry Outdoor  Custodian 

Del Bennett: Care  780-487-4062 
Rick Hernder: Treasurer , Finance, Seniors  780-483-1505 
Ray Janke: Stewardship  780-244-3815 
Doug Jahns: Chair , Communications, Personnel  780-436-8161 
Maureen Lyall:  Social Justice  780-487-1669 
Don Newsom: Capital Development   780-456-5242 
Karen Peitsch: Proper ty Care  780-484-2714 
Cindy Schriner: Education, Refugee Sponsorship  780-453-3167 
Greg Springate: Vice-Chair, Youth, Personnel  780-430-4543 
Don Vinge: Worship and Music  780-455-7530 
Colleen Vogel: Secretary, Fellowship, Personnel  780-484-1425 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 

OUR MISSION  Hosan-

na Lutheran Church 

equips God’s people of all 

ages for Christian wit-

ness and service through 

worship, learning, fel-

lowship and spiritual 

care. 

 

OUR VISION  Em pow-

ered by dynamic and cre-

ative liturgical Lutheran 

worship, Hosanna Lu-

theran Church will lead 

Edmonton in equipping 

Christians for spiritual 

growth and service.  

COUNCIL MEMBERS  

STAFF 

March 1 Ash Wednesday 7pm Service 

March 5 Lent 1 9am Service of the Word 

11am Holy Communion 

March 12 Lent 2 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

March 19 Lent 3 

  

9am Service of the Word 

11am Holy Communion 

March 26 Lent 4 9am Holy Communion 

11am Service of the Word 

 

MID WEEK  

LENTEN SERVICES: 

7pm Wednesdays  

March 8th to  

April 5th  
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JAMES 

So a number of people have been wonder-
ing about what is happening with El Sal-
vador. For many of you, the first you 
heard about it was in the annual report 
and at the Annual meeting. These discus-
sions have been going on for a little while 
at the committee level, and are now being 
extended to the wider congregation. It is, 
as you might expect, somewhat compli-
cated, but I will try to explain a bit more 
about what is happening and what we are 
trying to do about  it. 

I realize that for a number of 
people the news about these 
possible changes came as a 
bit of a surprise. It may seem 
like the news came out of the 
blue, but in reality they have 
building for some time now. 
There have been a number of 
changes happening which 
now have converged and re-
quire us to take action. We 
can no longer continue as we have in the 
past, too many things have changed. 

One of the biggest changes has come from 
the CRA (Canada Revenue Agency) and 
has to do with the requirements for chari-
ties to send money abroad. In essence 
this was do to reduce/eliminate charities 
raising money for “terrorist” organiza-
tions or supporting projects that were not 
deemed to be acceptable. The result has 
been much more stringent practices with 
respect to contracts, oversight and re-
ceipting. This often presents a significant 
challenge to the Canadian partner, but an 
even greater challenge to the Global Mis-
sion partner, who often do not have the 
systems/culture in place to comply. The 
reality is that the policies are more de-
signed for the “big players” in the market, 
but still apply to everyone.  

Related to this challenge is that the CRA 
is not always clear or forthcoming about 
their rules or interpretations of same. 
There was a trend to use the CRA for 
what some would consider “political” pur-

poses. Audits were conducted with the 
clear, but unstated purpose of raising fear 
in the charitable sector, with relative suc-
cess. An example of this was in 2014, 
when Oxfam was told that they could no 
longer work for “poverty prevention,” as 
that was no longer considered a charita-
ble activity. We were told by the then 
newly elected government in 2015 that 
this activity would cease. It is unclear 
what the current status of this policy is, 
audits underway have continued, alt-

hough there seems to be few-
er audits being initiated. All 
of this has created a climate 
of uncertainty and caution, 
to say the least. 

The CRA rules are not the 
only things that have 
changed. In addition, the 
National Church in coopera-
tion with the Synods has 
asked that congregations 

align their Global Mission activities with-
in an existing Global Mission (GM) part-
ner arrangement, preferably with the 
Synod’s GM partner. In our case, this 
happens to be Columbia. One of our chal-
lenges is that there are no Synodical/
National GM partners with El Salvador in 
Canada. As well, we are one of the only (if 
not the only) congregation with a long-
standing sister partnership in El Salva-
dor. Further to that, Brian Rude’s minis-
try in El Salvador is also beginning to 
wind down, which means in part, that we 
are losing another official connection 
with the ministry there.  

Strengthening our synodical GM partner-
ships is a good thing. Our relationship 
with Columbia has been somewhat tenu-
ous over the last few years, in part be-
cause they were having some struggles 
themselves. It appears that some of the 
struggles have been resolved and both 
sides are excited about renewing our 
commitment to each other and working 
together in the future. There are also 
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some very good possibilities for us to 
work with other AB Synod congregations/
partners in joint projects and future dele-
gations. It is also possible for us to have a 
sister congregation relationship with a 
Columbian church, however, the money 
would be handled in a different way. 
There are many possibilities for Ho-
sanna’s continued commitment to Global 
Mission. 

It should be noted as well, that much of 
the recent conversations in GM have in-
cluded the topic of sustainability. Every-
one in the GM community understands 
that the churches in the global south need 
to work towards becoming self-sustaining. 
Money from GM partners is drying up as 
these churches are also dealing with is-
sues related to reduced income and re-
sources. As such, sustainability is always a 
consideration in these conversations as 
both partners work towards building local 
capacities for ministry.  

Hopefully, this has helped to explain a bit 
more about what has been happening 
with respect to El Salvador and Global 
Mission in general. No final decisions 
have been made with resect to our plans, 
conversations and continuing as we work 
towards a solution to our present dilem-
ma. It should also be noted that all of 
these changes do not preclude the possi-
bility of continuing in relationship with 
San Miguel, however, it may be without 
monetary support. Stay tuned for more 
information and an upcoming infor-
mation session. We will be sure to provide 
you with more information as it comes 
available. 

I/we appreciate you interest in this con-
versation and our work in Global Mission. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor James 
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Noting one vital omission from my report—I thanked volunteers, but not our staff, all 
of whom have contributed greatly to our  w orship life throughout the past 
year.  

 

Pastor James and Pastor Anna devote long hours to w riting serm ons that 
enlarge our understanding of our faith, helping us to understand the gospel in new 
ways. Many more aspects of worship depend on them to broaden our experience and 
deepen our faith. In addition, Pastor Anna regularly builds meeting agendas and at-
tends our monthly W&M meetings. 

 

Marg Daly guides the choir  in  car ing w ays, finding just the r ight anthem s 
to complement the Sunday readings and the liturgical seasons.  

 

Kari Heise helps us prepare for  w orship through m usical preludes, guides 
us through liturgy and hymns, and sends us out into the world with her musical offer-
ings. 

 

Sonja Carmichael encourages us to find w ays to include children and 
youth and contributes in various ways behind the scenes. 

 

Lena Nikolic develops the bulletins for  our  w orship each w eek—changing as 
it does from season to season and from communion service to service of the Word. So 
many variations within a year. 

 

We thank all of you for  your  m any and talented efforts and assure you of 
our appreciation for your gifts and the many ways we are equipped through worship 
and music for spiritual growth and service.  

Addendum to the 2016 Annual Report  
from Margaret Sadler, Chair, Worship & Music Committee 
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CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Sunday School 

During the season of Lent, we will 
follow the theme “The Journey to 
the Cross” with Gospel stories lead-
ing up to Christ’s crucifixion.   We 
are blessed with very dedicated 
teachers and leaders who help to 
pass our faith on to the Sunday 
School kids each week.  However, 
schedules seem to get busy in the 
spring and we have occasional Sun-
days where we could use an extra 
teacher or two.  If you might be will-
ing to teach even one class, it would 
be very much appreciated – and the 
kids would love to get to know you!  
Please speak to Sonja about what is 
involved and which dates are open.  
Also note, there is no Sunday School 
on Easter Sunday.  

 

Prayer Partners 

We are tentatively planning for the 
next Prayer Partner event to take 
place on Sunday, March 26 between 
services.  Stay tuned for more infor-
mation! 

 

Adult Forum 

Adult Forums take place in the Social 
Room on the first and third Sundays of 
the month between services, from 10:10 – 
11:00am.  The remaining Sundays are free 
for fellowship time. 

March 5 – Food4Good – Ashley from 
Food4Good will be joining us for our fo-
rum. 
March 20 – Holy Listening – a spir-
itual discipline for faith formation, pre-
sented by Kirstin Veugelers. 
 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 

This group continues to meet weekly at 
10:00am to have a sneak peak at the les-
sons for the upcoming Sunday.  New peo-

ple are always welcome to join this group 
in some interesting conversation and dis-
cussion – and more than a few laughs! 

 

Women’s Bible Study 

Women’s Bible Study is into a 6 session 
study on the Lord’s Prayer.  All women 
are invited to Rodina Couling’s home 
(8727 – 163 Street, phone 780-484-6961), 
at 7:30 on Friday, March 10. 

 

Vacation Bible 
School 

Plans are already 
in the works for 
VBS, ROME: 
Paul and the 
Underground 
Church, w hich 
runs this sum-
mer from Sun-

day, July 9 – Thursday, July 13.  As usual, 
plenty of volunteers are needed to make 
the fun happen!  We are currently looking 
for people to help with planning the week 
– especially in the areas of drama, music, 
decorating, publicity, and activities.   Talk 
to Sonja if one of these areas is up your 
alley and to see how you can help.  Plan 
your holidays so that you can attend this 
exciting week!    

 

Lenten Devotions 

Besides our growing selection of books in 
the library in the Social Room, there are a 
number of devotional resources available 
for individuals or families to use during 
the season of Lent and other times of the 
year.  There is one whole shelf of assorted 
devotional books and some Lenten specif-
ic materials in a basket as well as Christ in 
our Home and Eternity for Today that are 
available on the Black Counter.  
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YOUTH 

Invitation to join Holy 
Listening group – new 
in spring 2017:  
 

Kirstin Veugelers invites 
interested individuals to 
join a group that will learn 
about and engage in the 
spiritual practice of Holy 
Listening. The group will 
consist of 5-8 committed 
adults who will meet regu-
larly. When the group gath-
ers: 

 individuals will take 
turns sharing about per-
sonal life and faith jour-
neys 

 group members will 
practice: 

 listening with open, lov-
ing hearts 

 listening without judge-
ment, and 

 demonstrating to the 
speaker that the she/he 
was heard 

Interested individuals re-
quire only a desire to share 

in a supportive community 
– there is no need for prior 
knowledge or training. 
 

With the support of the 
Care Committee, Kirstin 
will help establish a small 
group and will teach them 
the practice of Holy Listen-
ing. Kirstin has practiced 
Holy Listening for three 
years with two different 

small groups, and feels 
called to share these skills 
so others may experience 
the benefits of this small 
group ministry. Through 
the practice of Holy Listen-
ing, Kirstin and others in 
her groups: 

have built a close, trust-
ed community 

have been heard and 

have received uncon-
ditional support 

have offered uncondi-
tional support to 
others 

have increased aware-
ness to listen to and 
to respond to others 
with love and com-
passion 

 

During adult forum on 
March 19, Kirstin will de-
scribe the practice of Holy 
Listening, and share some 
experiences from partici-
pants in her current Holy 
Listening group. If you are 
interested in participating 
or have any additional 
questions, you may contact 
either Kirstin Veugelers 
(kirstin.veugelers@gmail.co
m) or Pastor Anna Thede, 
both of whom engage in 
this practice. 

If interest is high, we will 
explore means to establish 
more than one Holy Listen-
ing group. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Update: 
 
A huge thank you to all our 
youth who came out to par-
ticipate in the Beach Party, 
and Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper. Fun was had, 
peanuts filled the pool, and 
breakfast at supper time 
was served to all. More fun 
is still to come... 
 
Saturday March 18, 6-
9pm, Dinner  and a 

Movie at Helena's house 
(11698 72Ave). Please RSVP 
to Helena (780) 243-5862, 
or Kirstin Veugelers by 
March 15. Come for a fun 
evening of food, film, and 
conversation. Friends are 
welcome!  
 
Saturday April 1, 6:30-
8pm, join the group for  
a game in the mall. Please 
RSVP to Pastor Anna or 
Kirstin Veugelers. Meet up
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SENIORS 

SOCIAL  JUSTICE 

in the food court by 
Galaxyland.  
 

Saturday April 15, 3
-5pm, join us to 
help prepare for 
Easter Brunch at 
church. The youth 
will take a turn 
providing Easter 
Sunday Brunch be-

tween services on 
Sunday April 16, but 
before we can serve 
it we need to get 
ready. Please come 
out to help boil 
eggs, cut fruit, and 
look at the baking. 
Please RSVP to Pas-
tor Anna or Kirstin 
Veugeler if you can 

participate in either 
(or both) of these 
events which help 
our youth share in 
the wider communi-
ty life of Hosanna.  
 

April will also see a 
return of the Ho-
sanna Youth fund-
script fundraiser. 

Gift cards will be 
sold between ser-
vices  from April 9-
23. Included in our 
spring availability 
will be gift cards for 
Salisbury Green-
house - just in time 
for spring you can 
stock up on green-
house gift cards.  

Hosanna Seniors 
 
I would like to say 
thank you to the 15 
seniors who came 
out to Sweets and 
my Sweetie on Feb-
ruary 21. We had so 
many sweets we 
were sure to create some business for our 
dentists. Good conversation was had 
about our lives and our special relation-
ships. We also enjoyed laughing at 
"Vacation from Marriage" from I Love 
Lucy in 1952. Thank you for coming out 
and participating!  

 
Hosanna Seniors is 
pleased to an-
nounce a tour of the 
Muttart Conserv-
atory on March 
21 at 2pm. Please 
RSVP to the sign up  
sheet on the Black 

Counter or by saying yes when the Sen-
ior's phone contact person calls you. 
There are 20 spots available.  You can al-
so RSVP to Pastor Anna. If you need a 
ride or would like to carpool please let us 
know that as well!  

Commu-
nity 
Meal 
Hosanna's 
March 
COMMU-
NITY 
MEAL will 

be served between 12 
noon and 1 pm on Sat-
urday, March 19. The 
menu features beef 
stew - for St. Patrick's 
Day!  (and there may 
be green cupcakes for 
dessert).  Stew means 
there will be a lot of 
chopping of carrots, 

potatoes, parsnips 
and onions going on 
that Friday, starting at 
7:30 pm.  There is a 
committee that over-
sees this ministry.... 
but it is all the other 
VOLUNTEERS that 
make it happen. 
Thank you, thank you!  
Come to cut up the 
veggies and meat, 
serve the coffee, help 
pass out those green 
cupcakes,  wash some 
dishes, pack up the 
leftovers.... etc. etc.  
Check the sign up 

sheet on the Black 
Counter for the vari-
ous tasks and times 
for which help is 
needed - both on Fri-
day evening and Sat-
urday.  
 
Along with the meal, 
we offer toiletries and 
winter accessories 
(mitts, hats, gloves), 
and give out door 
prizes - these items 
are generously donat-
ed by people of the 
congregation. Collec-
tion bins can be found 

by the mailboxes.  
 
Plan to be part of the 
volunteer crew  for the 
March COMMUNITY 
MEAL. Remember to 
wear something 
green!  
 
CM Committee: Jo-
hanna Borle, Rodina 
Couling, Ruth Guse, 
Kari Heise, Rick 
Hernder, Karen & 
Lyndon Moore 
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Skating with Bashi 

 

The offer was too interest-
ing to pass up.  “I was skat-
ing with some of the Ab-
dulle family yesterday at 
Hawrelak Park and they are 
anxious to try it again next 
Saturday during the Silver 
Skate Festival - if anyone 
would like to join us it 
would be a great help - you 
can meet us at the pavilion 
at noon,” said Bishop Don 
Sjoberg during the an-
nouncements a couple of 
weeks ago.  I thought to 
myself, “I  love skating on 
the pond at Hawrelak, 
what’s not to like about 
this!”  And thus I found my-
self the next Saturday walk-
ing across the snow covered 
field towards the pavilion at 
Hawrelak.  I was greeted by 
Trudy Sjoberg, and Bashi, 
one of the sons in the 
Adbulle family.   

 

Bashi had his skates on.  
Trudy explained that Don 
was out on the ice with 
some of the girls.  I looked 
at Bashi and said, “Shall we 
go out and do some skat-
ing?”  “Sure thing,” replied 
Bashi with a quick smile.  
Bashi and I were soon 
clomping across to the ice 
and making our way down 

the steps.  I extended my 
arm to Bashi to help him 
take his first steps onto the 
ice.  We carefully made our 
way out from the shore.  
Bashi was slowly but steadi-
ly making forward progress.  
As we neared the shore of a 
small island at the north 
end of the pond he pointed 
to the corner and said 
“That’s how far I went last 
week”.  I replied, “ How 
about if we make a trip 
around the whole island to-
day?”  Bashi quickly and 
with enthusiasm replied 
“Yes, definitely”.   And off 
we went. 

 

I gave Bashi a few pointers 
on how to glide and push 
off with his skates, and on 
keeping his balance.  Hope-
fully my advice did more 
good than harm. Bashi kept 
moving ahead, and despite 
a few tumbles, he was smil-
ing and enjoying himself.  
As a pair of experienced 
skaters went sailing by I 
pointed to them and said, 
“Bashi, that will be you in a 
couple of years!”  Bashi 
shook his head and smiled, 
but did not disavow my pre-
diction.  We made it around 
to the far corner of the is-
land, and then turned and 
retraced our route.  We met 
Linda Hut, one of Bishop 
Don and Trudy’s daughters, 
as we came across the ice 
towards the pavilion.  She 
was out with three of Bash-
i’s sisters - Igra, Anisa and 
Seyrug.  All three young la-
dies were beaming with de-

light as they worked to gain 
some mastery of this hith-
erto mysterious sport. 

 

As Bashi and I walked to 
the pavilion to take a break, 
I told Trudy, “I think I have 
learned Bashi’s middle 
name - it must be Determi-
nation.”  They both smiled.  
And later that afternoon as 
I reflected on the experi-
ence, I realized that Bashi 
and his sisters had just 
spent an hour providing me 
with an insight into the tre-
mendous courage that they 
have as they start their new 
lives in Canada.  Just as it 
no easy thing to strap a pair 
of sharp steel blades onto 
the bottom of your feet and 
try to stay standing while 
you move across an unfor-
giving rock hard frozen sur-
face, so too I realized, with 
much greater appreciation, 
how hard it must be for a 
newcomer to this country to 
take those first tentative 
steps into a society that is 
full of unknown and mysti-
fying ways. 

 

Well done Bashi, and to 
your sisters and the rest of 
your wonderful family!  I 
am looking forward to 
many more adventures with 
you out on the ice of 
Hawrelak Pond. 

 

John Campbell 
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VOLUNTEER FOR THE WINTER 
WARMING SOUP AND BUNS! 
 
 
Hosanna will be providing hearty soup 
and bunwiches to those in need at the Jas-
per Place Wellness Centre 4 differ-
ent Saturdays this winter. We would love 
you to spend a Saturday afternoon (3-5 
pm) with the cooking team in Hosanna’s 
kitchen under the leadership of Chef John 
Campbell. Please sign up at the Black 
Counter in the Narthex or contact           
Andrea Vogel at 780-920-8744.  
 
Dates:  
Mar 4 and Mar 25, 2017. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING EL SALVADOR DONATIONS 

Hosanna has recently been in-
formed of changes adopted by the 
Canada Revenue Agency and the 
Canadian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and its Synods, including 
the Alberta and the Territories Syn-
od. The changes, affecting Global 
Missions include regulations limit-
ing congregation-to-congregation 
financial transfers of the kind that 
Hosanna traditionally has made to 
our sister parish of Divine Redeem-

er in San Miguel, El Salvador. Pend-
ing further information, going for-
ward we ask those who make tax-
receiptable donations (through PAR 
or other means) to El Salvador min-
istries to discontinue such dona-
tions to the El Salvador specific 
funds. A new fund has been created 
called the Hosanna Global Missions 
fund, which can be used instead. 
Those on PAR who include auto-
matic donations to the previous 
fund can contact Colleen Jahns to 
make any desired changes. Dona-
tions to this new fund may still be 
used for El Salvador, but won’t be 
tied to this specific ministry and 
may also be used for other Global 
Mission projects in the future. 
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

Prayer is one of the best and easiest ways we can communicate               

with God, for ourselves and for others.  
 

Those who have been ill, at home or in hospital, and have asked for our public pray-
ers:  Clara Jonsson, Ken Hutchings, Marvin Seifert, Perry Bodnarchuk, Dale Grinde, 
Barbara Reid, Lynn Kitchen, Mya and Sophia, Bina Lyall, Emily Stebner, Pamela and 
Melina Beuerlein, Jodi Rudolph, Eric Lange, Tatyanna McGurran, Thelma Ries, 
Marge Parnham, Don Genereux, Ann, Janice Black-Stewart, Liam, Carmen, Susan 
Williamson, Toni Treadgold, Brent Kinnunen, Walter Brauer, Bill Campbell, Keri, 
James Sloan, Joshua and Abigale Post, Gail Fandrick, Melvin Grenier, Nicholas and 
Dominick Harris, Jaimie Bolig, the Petersen Family, Ella, Myrna Opstaad, John 
Sims, Royden Schmidke, Jane W., and Ted Pinchbeck. 

GOD’S CHILDREN CELEBRATE MARCH BAPTISM ANNIVESARIES 

To request confidential prayer for  yourself or  for  others, contact our 
Prayer Chain Leader: Del Bennett at 780-487-4062. If you are interested in  
being a part of the Prayer Chain, or finding out more about it, contact Del. 

In an effort to manage the public prayer list, please consider if the person 

you requested still requires prayer. Please contact Pastor Anna or the church      

office to indicate current needs of any  names you have submitted.   

02 Tom Kieren 
04 Addison Pohl 
04 Carter Pohl 
08 Louise Rau 
10 Jeffrey Benedictson 
10 Anja Broatch 
11 Robert Miller 
11 Kaiden Nicholson 
12 Greg Allan 
14 Kassidy Nicholson 
17 Keir Campbell 
17 Monika Edwards 
19 Ben Olsen 
20 Allyssia Jackson 
23 Amalia Massa 
23 Juli Zinken 
26 Brad Dragon 
26 Val Knop 
27 Walter Massa 
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THANK YOU FOR CARING AND SERVING:  
 

As a caring and serving ministry, volunteers from Hosanna provide a reception lunch 
following a funeral service at the church.  

 
Thank you to the following people for serving at the luncheon after the service for  

Earl Skjel on February 3, 2017:  
 
Phoner - Millie Dofka 

Co-Captains and Set-up (Thurs evening) - Johanna Borle and Karen Moore 
(and Shopper) 

Prep - Vi Bowdige, Christine Birkenhagen, Maureen Lyall, Martha Ropchan, Shirley 
Querengesser and Karen Moore 

Servers - Vi Bowdige, Louise Rau, Johanna Borle and Karen Moore 

Clean-up - Pat Bowman, Barry Couling and Gladys Hansen 

Usher: Nordahl Flakstad  
 

 
Thank you to the following people for serving at the luncheon after the service for  

Laura Herr on February 17, 2017:  
 
Phoner - Millie Dofka 
Co-Captain & Set-Up - Johanna Borle 
Co-Captain & Shopper - Karen Moore 
Prep - Vi Bowdige, Martha Ropchan and Trudy Sjoberg 
Servers - Hertha Trippel and Louise Rau 
Clean-Up - Pat Bowman and Gladys Hansen 
 
You are a blessing to the congregation, and especially to the family who has lost a 
loved one. THANK YOU.  

 
If you are not already a volunteer helping provide such funeral reception lunches, 
please consider becoming involved in this vital ministry. There are a variety of tasks, 
one or more of which could certainly fit anyone’s ability, both men and women. Each 
task takes about two hours (e.g. preparation, serving, clean up), and the work is al-
ways so much easier when there are enough helpers to share the load.  If there are any 
questions about this service or to volunteer, please contact the church office or speak 
to one of the current crew captains:  Johanna Borle and Karen Moore. 
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THE WIDER CHURCH 

March 2017 Message for  

Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders  

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ – 
 

Reflections on a Sabbatical Leave - Celebrating the Gift 

“Sabbath is an invitation to image our life differently.” 

Finally Comes the Poet: Daring Speech for Imagination, Walter Brueggemann 

Prologue 

The Sabbath pattern - six days of work, 
followed by one of rest - is woven deep in-
to the fabric of the Bible - it is seen, funda-
mentally, as a gift! The root word means to 
cease, to desist. The idea is not that of re-
laxation or refreshment, but cessation 
from activity. The first story of Hebrew 
and Christian Scriptures climaxes on the 
seventh day, the first time there was a sev-
enth day. Having created everything, God 
rests, and blesses this day, and makes it 
holy. 
 

Later, God teaches the people of Israel to 
share in the blessing of this day (Exodus 
16). After bringing them out of Egyptian 
slavery into the wilderness, God sends 
them manna, commanding them to gather 
enough each morning for that day’s food 
alone. Mistrusting, they gather more than 
they need, but it rots. On the sixth day, 
however, they are told to gather enough to 
last for two days. Miraculously, the extra 
does not rot, and those mistrustful ones 
who go out on the seventh morning to 
gather more food find none. God is teach-
ing them, through their own hunger, and 
nature’s provisions, to keep the Sabbath 
even before Moses receives the command-
ments on Sinai. 
 

When those commandments come, the 
Sabbath commandment is the longest and, 
in some ways, the most puzzling. Unlike 
any of the others, it takes quite different 
forms in the two passages where the Ten 
Commandments appear (Exodus 20:8-11 

and Deuteronomy 5:12-15). Both versions 
require the same behavior - work on six 
days, rest on one - but each gives a differ-
ent reason. What is wonderful is that each 
reason (remembering and observing) aris-
es from a fundamental truth about God’s 
relationship to humanity. Together, these 
two renderings of the Sabbath command-
ment summarize the most fundamental 
stories and beliefs of the Scriptures: crea-
tion and exodus, humanity in God’s image 
and a people liberated from captivity. In 
both remembering and observing, the Sab-
bath is understood to be gift. 
 

The Christian community continued to 
treasure the Sabbath commandment, 
along with the other nine commandments 
from Sinai. They also came to believe that 
its meaning had changed with the new cre-
ation God began with Christ’s death and 
resurrection. The holy day from now on, 
therefore, was not the seventh but the 
eighth, the day on which the future burst 
into the present. 
 

Reflections on the Sabbatical Leave 
Reflections about Larry 

Walter Brueggemann makes the wonder-
ful statement that, “Sabbath is an invita-
tion to image our life differently” (Finally 
Comes the Poet: Daring Speech for Imag-
ination). Much of my time in journal 
writing, reflecting and praying, centered 
around this imaging. As I began the Sab-
batical I realized immediately just how 
tired I really was. 
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While re-reading 
Brueggemann’s book I came 
across the following words 
which affirmed not only my 
exhaustion but the life-
giving gift that the Sabbati-
cal was for me. “A startling 
theological claim is made for 
the Sabbath as God’s day of 
rest in Exodus 31:17: ‘...The 
Lord made heaven and 
earth, and on the seventh 
day he rested and was re-
freshed.’ The text uses the 
verb nap hash in the reflex-
ive, suggesting that Yahweh 
was exhausted, diminished, 
and the Sabbath made it 
possible for God to receive 
life back.” 
 

Henri Nouwen’s words 
spoke into this weariness 
and this gift of Sabbatical, 
too: “While realizing that 
ten years ago, I didn't have 
the faintest idea that I 
would end up where I now 
am, I still like to keep up 
the illusion that I am in 
control of my own life. I 
like to decide what I most 
need, what I will do next, 
what I want to accomplish, 
and how others will think 
of me. While being so busy 
running my own life, I be-
come oblivious to the gen-
tle movements of the Spirit 
of God within me, pointing  
me in directions quite dif-
ferent from my own. 
 

It requires a lot of inner 
solitude and silence to be-
come aware of these divine 
movements. God does not 
shout, scream, or push. The 

Spirit of God is soft and 
gentle like a small voice or 
light breeze. It is the spirit 
of love.” (Here and Now: 
Living in the Spirit) 
 

Imagine. The Spirit of God 
pointing. Growing aware-
ness of these divine move-
ments. 

Imagining my life different-
ly means in part that I have 
reconnected with my most 
deep friendships, I have re-
engaged in exploring the 
gift of music, and I have 
intentionally carved out 
time for days off and holi-
day. 
 

Reflections about Fami-
ly 

One of the greatest joys in 
the Sabbatical gift has been 
quantity time with my fam-
ily. Cathy and I spent much 
time together...talking, 
walking, laughing, remem-
bering...simply being. Time 
with our children, too, was 
a gift. They are caring, in-
quisitive, loving, support-
ing, encouraging, teasing, 
gifted young adults. And I 
am so proud of each of 
them! On behalf of Cathy, 
Paul and Kim, Matthew, 
Anna and Jordan, I thank 
you for this Sabbatical gift. 

The Sabbatical also gifted 
me with quantity time 
with my extended family: 
parents, twin, and two sis-
ters. All offered me, with-
out reservation, the gift of 
presence, silence, tears 

and laughter. And I am so 
thankful. 

Reflections about Our 
Synod 

Thank-you to each of you 
who shared your God given 
gifts with us all during 
these past three months! I 
express particular thanks to 
The Rev. Dr. Julianne Bar-
low, Assistant to the Bishop 
for Mission, who served ca-
pably as Commissary; Dar-
la Wildfang, Executive As-
sistant; Synod Executive – 
Wayne Street, Marilyn 
Murray and Stephen Wild-
fang; and the Deans: The 
Revs. Trish Schmermund, 
Eleanor Ness, Kathy Cal-
kins, Kristian Wold and 
Reg Berg. Thank-you. 

We continue to imagine 
and to grow into our Syn-
od’s mission priorities: 
Spirit-led Leadership, 
Hope-filled Discipleship, 
Innovative Tradition and 
Collaborative Partnerships. 
We continue to build rela-
tionships, to listen and to 
seek common areas for 
working together. We con-
tinue to hear that: 

 You are desiring con-
nection and relationship 
to experience God's love 
among us all.   

 You are eager to risk 
and test new ways but 
are concerned about 
how to do this, and 
want to ensure we keep 
our essentials.  

 You want practical help 
in discerning what God 
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is up to because you 
sense God is at work 
and present in so 
many ways. 

 This sense of God's act-
ing presence is creating 
renewed desire to be 

communities of God's 
hope-filled people. 

 

Conclusion 

Celebrating the gift of a 
Sabbatical leave means a 

deep, deep sense of grati-
tude and thanksgiving for 
me: To God for sustaining 
and upholding me during 
this time. For insights 
gained. Imagination rekin-
dled. Sabbatical time in or-
der to receive life back. For 

In 
Christ 
Jesus – 
Shalom, 

+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 

COMMUNICATIONS 

You can stay current on what’s happening at 
Hosanna each Sunday by subscribing to the 
e-bulletin Hosanna Happenings that goes 
out each Thursday, along with a listing of 
the volunteers serving in the worship ser-
vices on the coming Sunday. If you would 
like to join the distribution list, please con-
tact Lena at office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca.  

mailto:office@hosannalutheran.ab.ca
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FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE 

AROUND HOSANNA… 
 
March 1—7pm Ash Wednesday Service 
March 8— 7pm Lenten Service 
March 12—Daylight Savings Time Starts 
March 15— 7pm Lenten Service 
March 17—St. Patrick’s Day 
March 18—12pm Community Meal                    
March 18—4pm HYMNFEST 
March 18—Youth: Movie 
March 19—Campus Ministry 
Cookie Sunday 
March 22— 7pm Lenten Service 
March 25—Greenwood Singers 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES 

7pm Service on Wednesdays: 
March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5 

500th Com-
memoration of 
the Refor-
mation 
Liberated by 
God’s Grace 
 
Everyone is invit-
ed to attend the 
HYMNFEST at 

Hosanna on March 18th, at 4pm 

We would like to thank Cameron Terry for 

stepping up to the plate and taking over the 

changing of the outdoor signs.                     

Much appreciated! 
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MARCH 2017 VOLUNTEER CHART 
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MARCH 2017 CALENDAR 


